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President’s Message: by Tom Vilicich 

  There is not much news about San Pasqual to report. San Pasqual Battlefield State Historic Park still 

remains closed indefinitely. San Pasqual’s annual December Battle Day will be virtual this year on the 

State Parks website. The video will be made of clips from past reenactments. Maybe I will see myself. 

Ha ha! 

  Congratulations are due. On Saturday, October 26, 2021, the San Pasqual Battlefield Volunteer Asso-

ciation held its annual membership meeting by Zoom. Those members present voted and reelected three 

incumbent board members to a three-year term. The nominees were Randy Hamud, Darlene Hansen, and 

myself, Tom Vilicich. We had no new nominations. We are always looking for other members to step 

forward and help out. 

  Jake Enriquez, Ellen Sweet, and I attended 

the “Grand Opening of the Iipay-Tipai 

Kumeyaay Mut Niihepok, Land of the First 

People” at Old Town San Diego State Historic 

Park on October 26, 2021. This is a most 

needed and welcome addition to Old Town. 

This 2.6 acre parcel is located on the site of 

the old Caltrans building at Taylor and Juan 

Streets. Advocates worked as early as 2006 to 

see that this expansion would become a real-

ity. The park land is a tribute to many thou-

sands of years when the Kumeyaay lived here 

along the San Diego River.  

  It was good to see former and current State 

Park staff Richard Dennison, Karen Beery, Joe 

Vasquez, and Jim Newland at the event. I was 

able to introduce myself to California State 

Parks Director Armando Quintero at the 

Grand Opening. Unfortunately, I did not have 

long to talk to him, as he was being pulled in many directions. Tribal elders, leaders, and members of the 

Kumeyaay Nation were well represented and fully participated at the gathering with traditional bless-

ings, bird songs, dances, and speeches.  

  This addition serves as a natural entrance to Old Town San Diego. Be sure to visit this area the next 

time you are in Old Town. You can read more about it on the State Park website and find more photo-

graphs on page 2 of Battlelines. 

  Thursday, November 11 is Veteran’s Day. Please remember to honor our military veterans and to 

watch videos of past Battle Days on the State Park website. December 6, 2021 is the 175th anniversary.  

Photo far left: Ellen Sweet, Tom Vilicich, and 

Jake Enriquez, kneeling.  Courtesy of Jace Rivera                         
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Land of the First People Opening at Old Town SD SHP 

Photos courtesy 
of Jace Rivera 
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First Sergeant’s Corner 

SCHOOL OF THE SQUADRON, MOUNTED. 

  579.—The object of the School of the Squadron is to instruct the pla-

toons to execute together what they have been taught separately, and to 

prepare the squadron to perform what will be required to do when a part 

of the regiment.    

  The squadron is composed as prescribed, Title 1st, Article 1st. 

  The dress of the troopers, and the horse equipage, are the same as pre-

scribed for the School of the Platoon. 

  The School of the Squadron being the base of the evolutions of the regi-

ment, the Captain commanding observes that the chiefs of platoons exe-

cute with regularity what is required of them, and that they give the com-

mands at the proper time and in the proper tone. He requires the particular 

guides, the file-closers, and the non-commissioned officers on the flanks 

to act with calmness and without hesitation in the different movements. 

  The Captain commanding causes the officers to alternate in the com-

mand of the platoons, that they may become familiar with all the positions 

in the squadron. 

  He observes the same course with the non-commissioned officers, and 

gives them sometimes the command of a platoon, to enable them to re-

place an officer should it become necessary. 

  To make the formations in line better understood, they are executed at 

first from a halt. In this case each platoon performs its movements sepa-

rately and successively, at the command of its chief, on receiving notice 

from the Captain commanding. 

  Each movement, after having been correctly executed by the right, is re-

peated by the left. 

  When the squadron has acquired calmness and confidence, and one arti-

cle is well understood, this article is repeated with sabres drawn, and alter-

nately at all gaits, except the wheels to the right, to the left, to the right-

about and to the left-about by fours, the counter-march, the wheels on a 

movable pivot by squadron, the individual oblique marches when march-

ing by squadron, which are executed only at the walk and at the trot. 

  The troopers are made to mount and dismount by the times, but without 

explanation.  

  The squadron is exercised at the manual of arms once a week; that is 

done in open ranks; the second Captain superintends the rear rank. 

  The Captain commanding requires the distance between the platoons to 

be observed exactly in all movements; he sees that the troopers are not 

constrained, and that the rear rank men are not only in the direction of 

their file-leaders, but that there is always two feet between the head of 

their horses and the croup of those of the front rank. 

  The second Captain is charged with the alignment of the rear rank and 

the rank of file-closers. He resumes his place in line at the command 

FRONT. 

  The Captain commanding moves wherever his presence is most required; 

the troopers are required to observe absolute silence, and all rectifications 

are done by signs, or in a low voice. 

submitted by Tom Vilicich 
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  The name Maria Bernarda Ruiz de Rodriguez is 

not well-known in California history. Yet, this resi-

dent of Santa Barbara had a profound effect on the 

peaceful end of the U.S.-Mexico War in California.  

  Clues to Doña Bernarda’s story are hidden in the 

published memoirs of John Charles Frémont and 

Edwin Bryant. Jesse Benton Frémont also wrote 

about Bernarda Ruiz. 

  A member of the 

Ruiz and Lugo fami-

lies, Doña Bernarda 

was the widow of Jose 

de Jesus Rodriguez 

and the mother of nine 

children. She was well-

educated, having been 

taught to read by Apo-

linaria Lorenzana. And 

s h e  w a s  w e l l -

connected by kinship 

to the De La Guerras 

of Santa Barbara and 

others. Doña Bernarda 

and other respected 

Californio women sometimes worked behind the 

scenes to unify factions of extended families. 

  Californios in Alta California became increasingly 

unhappy with governance by distant rule from 

Mexico City. In 1842, Manuel Micheltorena was 

appointed governor, an unpopular choice. A revolt 

began in 1844, challenging the government. The 

Battle of Providencia (also called the Second Battle 

of Cahuenga Pass) took place north of Los Ange-

les. As a result, Micheltorena withdrew his forces 

and ceded the governorship in 1845 to Pio Pico, a 

native Californian born at Mission San Gabriel. By 

1846, the Californios found themselves with a new 

adversary—the Yankees wanting to take over.  

  Explorer John C. Frémont led five expeditions 

into the Western United States, starting in 1842.   

On his third expedition, Frémont’s party became 

involved in the Bear Flag revolt in Sonoma. Com-

modore Robert F. Stockton, commander of the  Pa-

cific Squadron, appointed Frémont as lieutenant 

colonel of a battalion made up mostly of volun-

teers.  

  General S.W. Kearny and the Army of the West 

arrived in Southern California in December 1846. 

After the Battle of San Pasqual where the US Dra-

goons fought the Californios on December 6, 

Kearny met Commodore Stockton in San Diego. 

With military ranks somewhat similar, it was not 

clear who was in charge of California. Meanwhile, 

on orders from Stockton, Frémont and the  Califor-

nia Battalion worked to retake Californio cities by 

marching overland to Los Angeles. 

  On the other side, Californios raised their own 

army and had plans to ambush the Americans in the 

Gaviota Pass. All local men, including Doña Ber-

narda’s sons, had gone to join the forces under Jose 

Maria Flores and Andres Pico. But Frémont was 

warned of the plot and the California Battalion 

marched over the Santa Ynez Mountains at the un-

reliable San Marcos Pass in a rainstorm on Christ-

mas eve 1846. After resting, they captured the un-

protected Presidio of Santa Barbara and the town 

on December 27, despite losing horses, mules, and 

supplies in the storm.  

  It was here in Santa Barbara, that Bernarda Ruiz 

de Rodriguez encountered John C. Frémont. The 

Hotel San Carlos, near Bernarda’s home, became 

the base of operations for Frémont as the Ameri-

(Continued on page 5) 

by Ellen Sweet How One Woman Influenced the War’s End in California 

Bernarda Ruiz 

Hotel San Carlos 

Bernarda’s adobe 

in Santa Barbara  
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How One Woman . . . continued 

cans planned an attack on Los Angeles.  To fulfill 

his needs, Frémont commandeered a herd of horses 

belonging to Bernarda and her sons, who operated 

an express mail service. 

  As a town matriarch, Doña Bernarda decided to 

take things into her own hands. Supposedly, she 

approached Jose de Jesus Pico to ask him to allow 

her to have a few minutes to speak with Frémont. 

Jose de Jesus Pico, a cousin of Pio and Andres 

Pico, had served Frémont after facing execution by 

Frémont’s men for violating his parole. When Fré-

mont spared Jose de Jesus’ life, this Californio be-

came his friend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  Doña Bernarda was allowed a meeting with Fré-

mont—a meeting that is sometimes described as 

lasting two hours. During their conversation, Doña 

Bernarda worked to broker a peaceful end to hos-

tilities. She viewed Frémont as more of a gentle-

man than either Stockton or Kearny. Rumors 

abounded that the Californios involved in fighting 

against the Americans would be shot and their 

property confiscated. Doña Bernarda wanted a 

peaceful, honorable transition with a minimum of 

disruption. Years later, Frémont would write, “I 

found that her object was to use her influence to 

put an end to the war, and to do so upon such just 

and friendly terms of compromise as would make 

the peace acceptable and enduring.” 

  Doña Bernarda accompanied Frémont south to 

Mission San Fernando. Here, they heard of harsh 

terms being discussed by Stockton and Kearny. 

Doña Bernarda went to Andres Pico’s camp to 

relate the peace agreement she had promoted with 

Frémont. Knowing of Frémont’s tendency to go 

around his superiors, Andres Pico agreed to meet 

with Frémont in the area where two previous 

battles had been fought—known later as Campo de 

Cahuenga. Pico and Frémont sat at a table on the 

old adobe’s porch on January 13, 1847. The 

document that was signed that day, with Doña 

Bernarda Ruiz de Rodriguez in attendance, became 

known as the Treaty of Cahuenga. The agreement 

reflected Doña Bernarda’s wise counsel, effectively 

ending the US-Mexico War in California and 

providing a framework for the Treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo.  

  Doña Bernarda returned to her Santa Barbara 

home. She died at age 78 in 1880. Her part in the 

treaty is recognized in a fountain at the Campo de 

Cahuenga Historical Site. 

 

 

 

   

   

  

  

 

(Continued from page 4) 

John C Frémont & Jose de Jesus Pico 

House where the treaty was signed 

Andres Pico & the table where the treaty was 

signed (now in the Los Angeles County Natural 

History Museum) 
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 Bob & Judy Bowman 

 Justin & Michelle Burkhard 

 Carole Chavez 

 Donald & Vicky Coates 

 Jane Stokes Cowgill 

 Jake Enriquez Family 

 Foucar Family 

 David Frazee 

 David Herbert 

 Milo Johnson Automotive 

 Janell Percy 

 Ellen Sweet 

 Gerald & Norma Tonnell 

 Thomas M. Vilicich 

 Bob & Robyn Wohl 

JOIN NOW! Our non-profit organization supports the activities of the San Pasqual Battlefield State 

Historic Park. All members receive BATTLELINES, a 10% discount on all bookstore items, special 

programs, field trips, history discussions, and opportunities to participate in our Living History Sundays 

and in our annual December re-enactment of the Battle. 

SAN PASQUAL BATTLEFIELD VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

P.O. Box 300816, Escondido, CA 92030-0816 

(760) 737-2201 

www.spbva.org 
This is my/our membership application & dues for the following category: 

 

____Student ($5) ____ Sustaining ($50) ____Dragoon ($100 or more) 

____Individual ($15) ____Organization ($25) ____Benefactor ($1,000 or more) 

____Family ($20) ____Corporate ($100)       Please make checks payable to:  SPBVA 

 

NAME(S)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY _______________________________________________________ STATE _______________ZIP _________________ 

PHONE_____________________________________________ EMAIL________________________________________ 

OCCUPATION_________________________INTEREST/SKILLS_____________________________________________ 
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Dragoon Level Members 

2021 CALENDAR  

Thursday, November 11 

Veteran’s Day holiday 

Friday, November 19 

Board Meeting, 11 am 

Thursday, November 25 

Thanksgiving Day 

Monday, December 6 

Battle Day anniversary 

Friday, December 17 

Board Meeting, 11 am 

Saturday, December 25 

Christmas Day 


